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hopeful mood. It is not a mere emotional thing. Supposing
I saw no signs of dawn coming, I should not lose faith.
Everything has to come in its proper time.
"I have discussions here with my co-workers about
the scavenging work we are doing. 'Why can't we do it
after Swaraj ?' they say.'We may do it better after Swaraj.*
I say to them, 'No. The reform has to come today, it must not
wait for Swaraj; in fact the right type of Swaraj will come
only out of such work.9 Now I cannot show you, as perhaps
I cannot show some of my co-workers, the connection
between Swaraj and scavenging. If I have to win Swaraj
non-violently, I must discipline my people. The maimed
and the blind and the leprous cannot joia the army of vio-
lence. There is also an age-limit for serving in the army.
For a non-violent struggle there is no age-limit; the blind
and the maimed and the bed-ridden may serve, and not
only men but women also. When the spirit of non-violence
pervades the people and actually begins to work, its effect
is visible to all.
"But now comes your poser. There arc people, you
say, who do not believe in non-violence as you do. Are you
to sit quiet? The friends ask: cIf not now, when will you
act?J I say in reply: 'I may not succeed in my lifetime,
but my faith that victory can only come through non-vio-
lence is stronger than ever.3 When I spoke on the cult  of
the spinning wheel at Faizpur, a newspaper correspondent
imputed astuteness to me. Nothing could be farther from
my mind. When I came to Sevagram I was told the people
might not co-operate and might even boycott me. I said:
'That may be. But this is the way non-violence works,' If
I go to a village which is still farther off, the experiment
may work better. This thing has come in my search after
the technique of non-violence. And each day that passes
makes my faith brighter. I have come here to bring that
faith to fruition and to die in the process if that is God's
will. Non-violence to be worth anything has to work in the
face of hostile forces. Bat there may be action in inaction.
And action may be worse than inaction."

